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Aftercare & Cleaning 
Washing 

Looking after your wrap or PPF is an essential part of the aftercare of your vehicle, especially if you want to keep it looking sharp, vibrant 

and damage-free for the long term. Whether you’ve invested in a full colour change, branded van graphics, or a commercial wrap, knowing how 

to care for the vehicle wrap the right way will protect your investment and maintain that eye-catching finish for years to come. 

Below we will help guide you to create a cleaning routine with safe washing techniques, to advised products and weather protection tips… 

while avoiding the most common mistakes that can shorten its lifespan or damage the surface. 

Why Proper Wrap Care Matters: 

A vehicle wrap is more than just a colour change… it's a premium investment of your car or van's appearance and branding. But unlike 

standard car paint, vinyl wraps require a more refined aftercare technique to keep them looking their best. regular cleaning is crucial to 

preserve its bold colours and avoid issues like edge lifting, degradation or vinyl cracking. 

Neglecting your wrap can cause premature fading, cracking, lifting at the edges and even permanent damage to the vinyl. 

Hand Washing Is Best: 

washing is by far the best and most advised method giving you full control and helping to preserve the flawless finish. Unlike automatic car 

washes using abrasive brushes and rollers, with high-pressure jets that cause vinyl edges to lift, crease, or scuff - of your wrap. 

Regular, gentle hand washing using the right products and techniques is one of the most important steps in long-term vehicle wrap 

maintenance. 

 

Step-by-Step Guide 

Below is our step-by-step guide to safely hand washing a vinyl-wrapped car, van or fleet vehicle. Firstly, sort your cleaning are and prepare 
the following: 

• Clean water supply to use in your bucket wash and rinse – also needed for your pressure washer (please see Notes**) 

• PH Neutral shampoo and Snowfoam if needed. 

• prewash cleaner – wrap safe 

• Quick Detailer or spray sealer 

• microfibre wash mitt or sponge 

• microfibre drying towel 

• separate microfibre cloths for detailing and finishing.  

 

Now We Are Ready…… 
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The Process 

1. Rinse the wrap with clean water to remove loose dirt. Either from the hose or use your pressure washer if required. 

 

2. At this point you can potentially apply a safe prewash product in places to help aid the initial pre-contact wash stage of the 

cleaning process. but take care to follow the manufacturers guidelines and also the amount of time left before rinsing off. If left to 

long this could effect the wrap and even creep under the edge potentially effecting the glue. If unsure, please ask or leave this step 

out of the process. 

 

3. Rinse the above if used, if not skip to number 4. 

 

4. Apply your pH neutral Snow Foam using a lance if you have one, again if not or not required skip to the contact wash stage on 

number 5 onwards. If applied, let this dwell and work its magic on the vehicle while you prepare your buckets in stage number 5. 

 

5. Prepare your shampoo cleaning solution in a wash bucket following the manufacturer’s instructions.  We advise using a 2 bucket 

wash method (1x Wash / 1x Rinse) with grit guards if possible and also use a separate bucket for your wheels. 

 

6. Rinse SNowFoam if applied. 

 

7. Now the Contact wash stage…we do the wheels separately to avoid contamination but this is focusing on the wrap sode so will be 

moving ahead with this stage. Using your wash bucket and the microfibre mitt, sudd up the mitt and Gently wash the wrap from top 

to bottom, 1 panel at a time and Don’t scrub! Once at the bottom transfer to the rinse bucket and rinse out…this aims to get all the 

dirt, grit and particles picked up in the mitt away from vehicle wrap and also the clean wash bucket. 

 

8. Ring the mitt out and then back in the clean wash bucket and onto the next panel….repeat this process throughout. 

 

9. Rinse each section if needed to avoid spotting but once you have the knack of the process and as long as not in direct sunlight on a 

summers day you should be able to complete a full contact wash before rinsing if needed. 

 

10. Rinse the vehicle, you can use a hose if you have good mains pressure or the alternate is a pressure washer (see notes below**)… We 

a pressure washer on our vehicles but you must remain cautious, do not operate the washer close to the wrap / ppf. 

 

11. Once rinsed, use an absorbent soft microfibre drying towel working a panel / side at a time to dry the wrap. Some people do also use 

a detailer at this stage by spraying on the panel to help the towel glide…it also adds an element of finishing protection at the same 

time but not necessary. 

 

12.  Finally once dried, you can use a quick detailer to add a layer of protection to the wrap / vehicle. Now be vigilant in what you use 

and please ask before proceeding if needed. For example, don’t just use any detailer as some use gloss enhancing agents…if you have a 

matte wrap this will affect the finish and potentially ruin the wrap. Try to stick to tested and branding products we have 

recommended. 

Fold a microfibre 4 ways on itself (so half and half again) then Spray the detailer on the clean face…apply to the panel…flip the 

cloth to the dry side and buff off… flip back to the cleaning side and repeat this throughout…if the first cleaning side becomes 

dirty or laden…open the towel up as we folded it in out itself leaving 2 clean sides inside for use.  

13. Check over what you have just completed and admire the clean wrap ready for the week ahead. 

Frequency: At least once a week or more often if your vehicle is exposed to pollution, dirt roads or salted winter roads. 
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**Notes** 

Pressure Washing a Wrapped Vehicle – Can you jetwash a wrap ? 

Yes you can, But you need to proceed with extreme caution. Pressure washing can cause serious damage to vinyl if done incorrectly, leading to 

bubbling, peeling or delamination.  

Also Consistent pressure washing, or focussing on a stubborn area, can dull the finish of your wrap over time - especially with matte or satin 

finishes. While we strongly recommend hand washing and rinsing as much as possible, sometimes you may pressure wash for convenience. 

Below we will highlight some guidelines for pressure washing a vehicle wrap. 

If jet washing a vehicle wrap, take the following precautions: 

• Use a wide-angle spray nozzle (40 degrees) 
• Maintain at least 2 metres (6 feet) distance 
•  Keep water pressure below 1300 psi 
• Never spray hard or constantly at edges or seams 
• Avoid spraying at a sharp angle - spray perpendicular to the surface 
• ever use a hot wash and Limit water temperature to cool temperatures. 
• Avoid spray degreasers, waxes & solvents… these can cause serious damage.  
 
Even with these precautions, pressure washing carries risk. As noted above, improper technique carries a high risk of leading to 
delamination, where the top laminate peels away from the vinyl, exposing adhesive and causing long-term damage. 
 

Spot Cleaning & Stain Removal Tips 

Even with regular washing, every day you will be potentially faced with other spot cleaning tasks like bird droppings, tree sap, road tar, fuel 

spills, and even squashed bugs…these can quickly build up and are often acidic or sticky and can degrade the vinyl, discolour the finish, and 

shorten the lifespan of the wrap if left untreated. Check out the below for some tips… 

Bird droppings / Tree sap / Insect splatter: 

• Soften with warm, soapy water or use a specific spot wash solution that we can recommend. 
• Let sit for several minutes before initially wiping. 
• Use light pressure with a microfibre cloth. 
• Follow up by using your recommended detailing spray if you use one. 
 

Fuel drips or leaks: 

• Wipe immediately with a wet paper towel 
• lightly Hand wash the area as soon as possible. 
• Rinse with clean water. 
• Follow up by using your recommended detailing spray if you use one. 
 

Tar / Oil / Grease: 

• Use isopropyl alcohol (IPA) diluted with water (70/30 split) 
• Spot clean only, and test on an inconspicuous area first 
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Further Advice 

Rain, UV rays, pollutants, road salt and more can all take a toll on the lifespan of your vehicle wrap. Horizontal surfaces like bonnets, roofs, 

and boot lids are particularly vulnerable due to the nature of their positioning. exposure can not only fade colours, but can also cause the 

adhesive to weaken. It's important that you do all you can to protect your wrap from the elements with smart parking habits, 

optional protective film wraps or ceramic coatings. 

Pro tips to reduce wear: 

• Park in the shade, garage, or under a carport 
• Use a car cover if outdoor parking is unavoidable 
• Consider a protective film wrap for added protection like the ceramic coatings we offer post wrap. 
 

Seasonal Wrap Care Tips: 

Autumn / Winter Care: 
• Rinse regularly to remove road salt 
• do not scrape snow or ice off with hard tools 
• Use lukewarm water (never hot) to de-ice if needed 
 

Spring / Summer Care: 
• Avoid washing in direct sun (Shampoo and water dries too fast) – opt to clean in the evening when cooler. 
• Watch for bug splatter - clean promptly using the steps above. 
• Use UV-protective sprays sparingly 
 

Things to avoid, Common habits and substances we advise against: 
• DO Not Use automatic car washes 
• Scrubbing with rough brushes 
• DO Not Clean with household kitchen/bathroom sprays, bleach, solvent, or degreasing agents. 
• Leaving bird droppings, bugs, fuel spills, or tree sap to sit 
• Wiping the wrap when it’s hot from sun exposure 
• check before Using high-pH or citrus-based cleaners 
• Applying bleach, solvent, or degreasing agents 
• DO Not Scrape ice or frost with metal or hard plastic tools 
• Parking long-term under leaking gutters or trees 
• Cleaning in direct sunlight or on hot surfaces 
•  Ignoring small edge lifts or cracks, which can quickly worsen 
 
we want your wrap to last as long as possible, and that starts with a proper aftercare routine. That's why we offer a free post-wrap check-

up 3-4 weeks after installation. This ensures that no lifting, bubbling or edge imperfections have appeared. It’s a quick but important visit that 

sets your wrap up for long-term success. 

This lets us check for any edge lifting or adhesion issues and gives us a chance to rectify or recommend a solution. 

Have questions about wrap maintenance, care products, or service? Contact us through our website or on 07552494541 to speak with one of 

our team. 
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